Family renovation
gets a green light

existing

and keep the floor and walls where poss-
ible,” says Mrs Tuohey, a permaculture
tleslqner

you make a bigger imprint on the environ-
ment."
They also wanted to use a local builder

home.

The Tuoheys and their sons, Thomas, 16,
and Hayden, 14, lived in the three-bedroom
house for about six years before they
renovated.

It had a skillion sunroom, and was freez-

The family room, angled to make it more
interesting, has a concrete slab floor
topped with black matt slate-look ceramic
tiles for maximum heat gain in winter and

doors

fioor-to-ceiling, double-glazed and
windows. The original 900-millimetre wide
eaves were replicated in the extension and
mummwunmm
laundry, bedroom and study.

The Tuoheys say their house stays con-
siderably cooler on 40 degree-plus days,

reaching only about 30 degrees. On very
hot nights they use fans in the bedrooms.
“Our house is as comfortable as any with
mﬁbonngbumuem’tunsmh

Mamw also vented,

fittings.

There are three 9000-litre rainwater
tanks for the garden, toilets and washing
machine.

The Tuoheys are waiting for the EPA and
Boroondara Council to allow them to bring
their grey water, r!cvcledlmmm[cnnuva
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